L0 ] ? 774 .C.C

o4

Strengthening Your Godly Marriage

NEW BRIGHTON
METHODIST
CHURCH

DEVOTIONAL JOURNAL FOR
CHRISTIAN MARRIED COUPLES

newbrightonmc.org



A
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Welcome to Covenant Marriage: Strengthening Your Godly Marriage. One of the most
profound threads woven by the Creator Himselfis the institution of marriage. In the beginning,
God, in His infinite wisdom, designed marriage as a sacred covenant between a man and a
woman. We find the blueprint for this union in Genesis 2:24, where it is written, “ZZzere/ore a man
shall leave fiis fatlicr and /1is motfier and 110(0 fast (o /its wife, and they shall become one flesh. ' This
divine union, characterized by unity, love, mutual commitment, and sacrifice reflect the very

nature of our Creator.

As we dive into the Scriptures, we discover a deeper layer of meaning within the institution of

marriage. Ephesians 5:31-32 reveals a profound mwstery: "Zzerefore a man shall leave /iis fat/ier

and mother and /10ld fast (0 /iis wife, andthe two shall becorme one flest. 17us mystery is profournc,
andlam saymg that it refers to C/rist and the clurch,”

Marriage, then, becomes a living parable—a tangible representation of the relationship
between Christ, the Bridegroom, and the Church, His beloved bride. In the covenant of
marriage, we catch a glimpse of the sacrificial love, unwavering commitment, and profound

unity that characterize the divine relationship between Christ and His Church.

In "Covenant Marriage" we invite you to embark on a transformative 30-day journey with an
open and prayerful attitude. Each day, we will explore biblical principles, engage in reflective
practices, and dive into scriptural wisdom to strengthen the sacred bonds of your marriage. As
we draw inspiration from God's design for marriage and its representation of Christ and His
bride, may this devotional guide you and your spouse toward a deeper understanding of the

love God intended for husbands and wives.

May the next 30 days be a time of renewal, growth, and joy as you discover the beauty of your

marriage within the context of God's divine plan!
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Day 1: The Foundation of Love
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Begin this journey by exploring the essence of love. Reflect on how you can
cultivate patience, kindness, and selflessness in your marriage. Make a list of all
the words that describe love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Look up each word and write

down their meanings.
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Day 2: Unity in Christ
Scripture: Ephesians 4:2-3

Explore the concept of unity in Christ. Consider how you and your spouse can
work together, growing in your faith and strengthening your marriage. Write

down practical examples of how you can be more in unity.
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Day 3: Communication
Scripture: Proverbs 15:1

Why is it important to communicate? What happens in your marriage when you
don’t communicate? Reflect on how your words can either build or break your
marriage, and seck ways to enhance your communication with your spouse.

Write down ways you can improve communication with your spouse.

NEW BRIGHTON MEDIA ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



NEW BRIGHTON MEDIA ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



: A ) \1 :
"COVENANT MARRIAGE

Day 4: Forgiveness
Scripture: Colossians 3:13

There is power and freedom in forgiveness. Reflect on any past hurts and
challenges, and commit to forgiving your spouse as Christ forgave you. Do you
need to forgive? Do you need to ask for forgiveness? Write down something you

want to share with your spouse on this topic.
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Day 5: Gratitude
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Cultivate an attitude of gratitude. Each day, express your appreciation for your
spouse and the blessings within your marriage. Write down all the things you
are thankful for when it comes to your spouse. Share these things with your

spouse.
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Day 6: Servant Leadership
Scripture: Mark 10:43-45

Reflect on the concept of servant leadership. Consider how both you and your
spouse can serve each other with humility, fostering a Christ-like atmosphere in
your marriage. Where is there a need for improvement? Write down your

thoughts and feelings on this topic and share them with your spouse.
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Day 7: Intimacy in Marriage
Scripture: Song of Solomon 7:10

Celebrate the beauty of marital intimacy as a gift from God. Reflect on ways to

cnhance and deepen the physical, emotional, and spiritual connection in your

marriage. How can you help strengthen and improve this area of married life?
Are you holding back? Do you understand the needs and desires of your

spouse?
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Day 8: Patience in Adversity
Scripture: James 1:2-4

Explore the role of patience during challenging times. Commit to supporting
and encouraging cach other, trusting that God is using difficulties to refine and
strengthen your marriage. How can you handle adverse times in your marriage

with more patience? How can you be more patient?
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Day 9: Praying Together
Scripture: Matthew 18:19-20

Discover the power of praying together. Make time each day to join in prayer,
secking God’s guidance and blessings for your marriage. Write down reasons
why you and your spouse should pray more often together. What are the

benefits?
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Day 10: Financial Stewardship
Scripture: Proverbs 3:9-10

Reflect on the importance of financial stewardship in marriage. Consider how
you can work together to manage resources wisely and align your financial
decisions with God's principles. Do you agree on how the finances are

managed? How can you come into more agreement?
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Day 11: Friendship in Marriage
Scripture: Proverbs 17:17

Nurture the friendship within your marriage. Reflect on the joy and strength
that comes from being friends with your spouse, and invest time in enjoying
shared activities. Sometimes life can get in the way and you can forget how
much fun you can have together. Write down all the things you love about being

friends with your spouse.
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Day 12: Parenting Together
Scripture: Psalm 127:3-5

Explore the responsibilitics of parenting together. Reflect on how you can
support cach other in raising children with love, discipline, and a focus on godly
values. Write down the differences you have in your parenting style and then

find ways to come into agreement.
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Day 13: Encouraging Spiritual Growth
Scripture: Proverbs 27:17

How much do you encourage your spouse to growing spiritually? Commit to
encouraging cach other's spiritual growth. Reflect on how you can support your

spousc's journey with God, fostering a shared commitment to growing in faith.
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Day 14: Date Night
Scripture: Genesis 2:24

Celebrate the bond of marriage with a special date night. Reflect on the
significance of spending quality time together and strengthening your

connection. What can you do so that you spend more quality time together?
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Day 15: Laughter in Marriage
Scripture: Proverbs 17:22

Explore the importance of laughter and joy in your marriage. Reflect on shared
moments of laughter and commit to finding humor even in challenging times.
Sometimes life is so busy and so....serious. What can you do to remember to

laugh more together?
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Day 16: Sacrificial Love
Scripture: Ephesians 5:25

Reflect on the sacrificial love exemplified by Christ. Consider how you can
demonstrate selfless love to your spouse, putting their needs above your own.
Write down some ideas that come to mind about how you cand demonstrate

sacrificial love toward your spouse.
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Day 17: Resolving Conflict Biblically
Scripture: Matthew 18:15-17

Address conflict in a biblical manner. Reflect on the steps outlined in Matthew
18, and commit to resolving disagreements with love, humility, and respect.

Write down things you can do to resolve conflicts in a Godly way.
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Day 18: Protecting Your Marriage
Scripture: Proverbs 4:23

Guard your heart because everything you do flows fromit. The enemy would
love to get between you and your spouse and even send you to divorce court.
God doesn't like and never intended divorce. So guard your marriage like you
guard your heart from negative influences and from other people who try to

create division. What are some ways you can protect your marriage?
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Day 19: Expressing Affection
Scripture: Song of Solomon 1:2

Some people naturally show more affection than others. Explore the
importance of expressing affection in your marriage. Reflect on the different
ways you can show love and appreciation for your spouse daily. Write down

your thoughts on this and share them with your spouse.
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Day 20: Rekindling Romance
Scripture: Proverbs 5:18-19

Life gets busy, and sometimes it takes effort to nurture the romance in your
marriage. Christ wants His bride to remember her first love. To be on fire and
full of passion for Him. Likewise, we should be this way toward our spouse.
Reflect onways to keep the flame alive and continue to pursue each other with

passion.
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Day 21: Seeking God's Will Together
Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6

Commit to secking God's will together. Reflect on how you can align your

individual and collective aspirations with God's plan for your marriage.
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Day 22: Building Trust
Scripture: Proverbs 31:11

Explore the significance of trust in marriage. Reflect on ways to build and
maintain trust, ensuring a strong foundation for your relationship. Write down
all the ways you trust your spouse. Or if there are things that make you not trust
your spouse, write those things down and discuss them. Trust is everything in a

marriage so it's very important to be open and communicate.
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Day 23: Respecting Differences
Scripture: 1 Peter 3.7

Celebrate the uniqueness of each other. Reflect on the beauty of your
differences and commit to respecting and valuing the individual qualities that
make your marriage rich and diverse. Write down all the things that make your

spouse different from you and celebrate them!
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Day 24: Navigating Seasons of Change
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Acknowledge that your marriage will go through different seasons. Reflect on
how you can navigate change together, trusting in God's plan for cach season of
vour life. Write down the different seasons you've already weathered. Share

vour insights with your spouse.
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Day 25: Hospitality and Generosity
Scripture: Hebrews 13:2

Explore the practice of hospitality and generosity. Reflect on how you can open
vour hearts and home to others, sharing God's love as a couple. Or how can
you share the wisdom God has given you in your marriage with other newly

married couples? Write down all the ideas that come to mind.
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Day 26: Keeping God at the Center
Scripture: Colossians 3:17

Reaffirm your commitment to keep God at the center of your marriage. Reflect
onways to honor God in your thoughts, actions, and decisions as a couple.

Share what you write down with your spouse.
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Day 27: Encouraging Dreams and Goals
Scripture: Proverbs 16:3

Discuss and support cach other's dreams and goals. Reflect on how you can
encourage and empower one another to pursue the plans God has placed in

vour hearts. Write down practical ways you can support your spouse.
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Day 28: Fostering Emotional Intimacy
Scripture: Proverbs 20:5

Explore the depths of emotional intimacy. How open are you with your spouse?
Do you open up? Reflect on the importance of vulnerability and open
communication in building a strong emotional connection. In what ways can

you improve in this area?
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Day 29: Renewing Commitment
Scripture: Ruth 1:16-17

Renew your commitment to cach other. Reflect on the loyalty and devotion
exemplified in the story of Ruth and Naomi, and recommit to walking this
journey of life together. Write down specific ways you can recommit to your

spouse.
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Day 30: Celebrating Milestones
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Celebrate the milestones in your marriage. Reflect on the journey you've taken
together and express gratitude for the love, grace, and strength that have
sustained you. Commit to facing the future hand in hand, with God as your

guide.
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