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“Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and

pursue it.” (Psalm 34:14)
Over the past several months, our country has experienced
growing turmoil surrounding the issue of immigration. Itis an
issue that has gone from consensus to divisiveness very
quickly. Fear has risen alongside anger, and often both sides
are speaking about the other as problems to be solved rather
than image bearers of God.
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Pastor Gary Hilton

Violence, harsh rhetoric, and suspicion have crept into public life, and the result is a
climate where listening has become rare and wisdom even rarer. In moments like this,
the church must pause—not to remain silent, but to speak carefully, prayerfully, and
faithfully.

Scripture gives us guidance precisely for moments like these. The Bible does not speak
about the “foreigner” with careless language or emotional impulse. Instead, it makes
thoughtful distinctions. One word (Hebrew ger) is used for the foreigner who comes near
—someone who lives among God’s people, submits to the law, and seeks to belong. God
commands His people to love these people, protect them, and treat them with dignity.
Another word (Hebrew nekar) is used for the outsider who remains outside—someone
who does not share covenant allegiance and does not seek integration. In those cases,
Scripture instructs God’s people to maintain boundaries for the sake of faithfulness and
order. These distinctions remind us that biblical love is never reckless, and biblical order
is never heartless.

Jesus does not go against the Old Testament wisdom; He fulfills it. He welcomes those
who come to Him in humility and faith, regardless of where they come from, and He calls
them into a transformed life. At the same time, He is consistent that belonging is not
automatic. Nearness to God involves repentance, obedience, and loyalty. These are
people who seeks change, integration, and a shared belief in order to be assimilated into
the community of faith. As we seek peace in a divided nation, we must resist the
temptation to choose between truth and love. >>> Cont on page 2
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God calls us to both. Seeking peace does not mean abandoning law or excusing disorder,
and it does not mean hardening our hearts toward those in need. Rather, it means
asking God to shape us into people who speak truth without cruelty, practice
compassion without confusion, and pursue peace without compromising faithfulness.
Lord, teach us to seek peace Your way—not through fear or anger, but through

wisdom, humility, love, and obedience to your Word. Shape our hearts to reflect

Your justice and Your mercy, that we may honor You in how we live, speak, and

serve. Glory be to the Lord our God, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Be sure to check out all of Pastor Gary’s archived
sermons all for free right now on Youtube!
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Got questions? Our new “Question of the
*  Month” section allows you to submit Biblical
questions and Pastor Gary will answer them in
P the following issue. Will your question be
chosen? Submit questions by emailing:
secretary.nbmchurch@gmail.com

Use subject line: “Question of the Month”














































