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It’s hard to believe how quickly time flies. It feels like we just turned
the calendar to a new year, and suddenly Ash Wednesday is upon us.
Every year I’'m caught by surprise at how fast life moves - the weeks
and months blur together, and important moments rush by before
we’ve had a chance to really appreciate them. In the middle of this
rush, Ash Wednesday arrives seemingly out of nowhere, inviting us to
pause and slow down a bit. The simple, reverent service of receiving
ashes on our foreheads - with the reminder that “you are dust, and to

) dust you shall return” — has a way of cutting through the rush of life. It

forces us to pause and reflect on what truly matters.

Instead of letting this day be just another busy Wednesday, we stop for a moment. We remember
our mortality, we remember that life is a precious gift, we remember our need to repent, as we
remember our need for God and the grace that He provides us through the salvation offered in Jesus
Christ. In a world that keeps us busy all the time, Ash Wednesday offers a sacred pause — a chance to
catch our spiritual breath and refocus our hearts on God. And so begins the season of Lent — a
season of repentance, renewal, and preparation for Easter. Lent gives us forty days to intentionally
step off the fast track of our routines and walk a quieter path to Easter morning. It’s often described
as a journey of the heart. During this time, we’re invited to take an honest look at our lives and our
relationship with God. That can mean recognizing where we drifted away from Him and where we are
choosing to come back. It can mean letting go of habits that clutter our relationship, and making

room for disciplines that center us with Him- like prayer, reading Scripture, serving others, or simply
sitting in silence with the Lord.

Lent isn’t about performing empty rituals or just “giving something up” as a chore; it’s about drawing
closer to God each day, bit by bit. We intentionally repent - turning away from sin and toward God’s
mercy. We seek renewal — asking God to create in us a clean heart and to revive our spirit. And we
prepare for Easter — getting our hearts ready to fully embrace the joy of the Resurrection when it
comes. So brothers and sisters in Christ, slow down a bit from the fast paced world, and take some
time to walk a gentle but profound path with God. Give up something that keeps you from walking
that path, then while on the path, reflect on your life, repent of your sin, talk with God, be
encouraged by His Word, draw closer to His heart, and journey this path with consistency and
gratitude, all the way to the joy of His resurrection.
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NEW MISSION FOCUS .

“I was in prison and
you came to visit
me.” — Matthew

25:36 (NIV)

This season, our church is excited to partner with God Behind Bars, a life-
changing ministry that brings the hope and freedom of Jesus Christ to men and
women behind prison walls.

Since 2009, God Behind Bars has been reaching incarcerated individuals with
the Gospel, helping them experience true freedom—freedom that only comes
through a relationship with Jesus. This ministry connects inmates to local
churches, provides access to worship services, discipleship programs, and
even helps rebuild family relationships that have been broken by crime and
incarceration.



(3 God Behind Bars

One of their most impactful
initiatives is establishing prison
church campuses—fully
functioning worship experiences
streamed directly into prisons.

\. Inmates participate in worship,

- hear the Word, and experience
| F

community, many for the first
time. They've also launched the
PandoApp, providing 24/7 access
to sermons, worship music, and
devotionals on inmate tablets,
allowing prisoners to grow in
their faith every single day.

How Can We Help?
This season, all designated mission giving will go directly to support God Behind
Bars and their efforts to bring hope to the incarcerated. Your donation can help:

» Plant more church campuses in prisons nationwide.

» Fund resources like Bibles, worship content, and discipleship materials.

» Support family reunification events, helping restore broken relationships.

» Expand digital outreach through the PandoApp, bringing the Gospel to even

more inmates.
By giving, you're helping bring the light of Christ into some of the darkest places,
transforming lives and breaking generational cycles of incarceration.
@ Let’s be the hands and feet of Jesus. Together, we can help set captives free—
spiritually and emotionally—even behind bars.
To donate, please mark your gift “God Behind Bars” on your giving envelope or

visit by clicking here. (Digital Version Linked)

 Printed version visit newbrightonmc.org

Let’s make an eternal impact this season! . ,
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