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“Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of
the Father is not in those who love the world. For all that is in
the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the
pride of riches—comes not from the Father but from the world.
And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God lives forever.” —1 John 2:15, 17.

As summer approaches in the life of the church, we enter into
a season of much needed rest after the heavy schedules of
Advent, Christmas, Lent & Easter.

The church slows down a bit without additional holiday services and with Sunday School pausing.
Many of us look forward to vacations, longer days, and the slower rhythm of life that summer
offers. Summer invites us to rest and enjoy God’s creation—but it can also tempt us to drift
spiritually. The warm days of summer can lead us to deeper fellowship with God or deeper
distraction from Him, depending on where we place our priorities.

In these verses, the Apostle John gives us a spiritual challenge for our slower season. The “world”
he warns us about is not the beauty of creation or the people of the world, but rather the values
and desires that stand in opposition to God’s truth. The world tempts us with the cravings of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. These are not neutral desires—they are counterfeit
desires that keep our hearts away from God. When we drift spiritually, we can easily become
enticed with what the world offers, and before we know it, we slowly fall away from what the
Father desires.

John is not calling us to hate the world or to withdraw from it, but he has called us to practice
discernment and loyalty. We are in the world, but not of it. We are called to live as light in darkness
—not to blend in with the values of a fallen culture but to shine with the holiness and love of
Christ. When we love the world’s system, our priorities become misaligned, and our witness
becomes weak. God’s love offers us life—life that endures, not just for today, but for eternity.

The final verse reminds us of what truly lasts: “The world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever.” Every worldly ambition and indulgence has an
expiration date. But obedience to God endures. Each day we must ask ourselves, am | giving over
to what is temporary, or to what is eternal? There is no summer break from this work. May we
always fix our eyes on Christ, root our hearts in God’s love, and choose faithfulness over
temporary desire. Glory be to the Lord our God, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
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