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There is a word that comes up in the study of the bible that you may
have heard from time to time. The word is Eschatology. The word itself
simply means “the study of last things,” or one could say “how the
biblical story ends.” However, everyone possesses a personal
eschatology whether they realize it or not. Meaning that one’s
understanding of the end or what they believe is coming, shapes what

one does in the present. If one believes success is the end goal, they

will live working for achievements.

If one believes comfort is the goal, they will try and live a life of pleasure and ease. What we think
the future holds, drives our present decisions, our priorities, and even our hopes. Basically, our
daily motivations are a reflection of our eschatology. In the Bible, the Jewish people had an
eschatology also. We know this because it is written throughout all of their writings in the Old and
New Testament. The Jewish people, including the disciples, and the apostle Paul, believed God
would one day act decisively, in the end, to restore His people, through the second coming of
Jesus, who would raise and judge the living and the dead, and establish His Messianic kingdom for
ever. This hope—this eschatology shaped how they lived, how they longed for the Messiah, and
how they endured suffering.

If we hold to the same Eschatology of the future, then it should shape the way we live right now. If
we truly believe that one day Jesus will return, that the living and the dead will be raised, that
God’s justice will set all things right, that His love will bring salvation to those who trust in Christ’s
atoning work, and that we will live forever in His glorious kingdom—then our present lives begin to
change. We begin to live with peace and hope instead of fear and control. We are no longer driven
by anxiety or despair, but by faith, obedience, and a willingness to sacrifice, because we know this
life is not the end of the story. And we learn to wait differently, not with worry or frustration, but
with trust that God will restore all things and that we will share in His glory for eternity.
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Global Methodist Church Mission: Our Mission is to malfe disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love
extravagantly, and witness boldly.

NB Highlights:

Easter: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday

Join us Maundy Thursday & Good Friday for one service
on each day at 7pm, and then Easter Sunday for 1 service
at 11am. (No Faith Journey or Sunday School). We hope
to see you there! All services will be livestreamed.

NO JOY Luncheon For April

Due to the first Wednesday of the month falling during
Holy Week this year, we are cancelling for April. Our next
JOY Luncheon will be a covered dish luncheon on
Wednesday, May 6™ at noon.

service.

Mission 2 Mission Saturday Sale

Our usual first Saturday of the month sale is being moved
back a week to the following Saturday, April 11" due to
Holy Week falling the first week of the month.

New Brighton Women of Faith

NBWF’s April meeting will be on Saturday, April
18™ at 12:30 p.m. in the Café Room. Please see
page 4 for further information.

o HOLY
WEEK

7

Did you know that you can view this Newsletter online?
Visit us at newbrightonmc.org for more info. 2













































